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A. 


Takeshi Obata 


Regarding the debate about my use of 
the expression wee on page 94 
of Hikaru HO Go vol. | really do use 
the phrase a lot. 


— Takeshi Obata 


t all began when’ Yumi Hotta played a pick-up game of go with 

her father-in-law. As she was learning how to play, Ms. Hotta 

thought it might be fun to create a story around the 

traditional board game. More confident in her storytelling 

abilities\than her drawing skills, she submitted the beginnings of 
Hikaru no Go to Weekly Shonen Jump’s Story King Award. 
The Story King\Award isan award that picks the best story, manga, 
character design \and youth (under 15) manga submissions every 
year in Japan. As’ fate would have it, Ms. Hotta’s story (originally 
named, “Kokonotsu no Hoshi’), was a runner-up in the “Story” 
category of the Story King Award. Many years earlier, Takeshi Obata 
was a runner-up for the Tezuka Award, another Japanese manga 
contest sponsored by Weekly Shonen Jump and Monthly 
Shonen Jump. An editor assigned to Mr. Obata’s artwork came 
upon Ms. Hotta’s story and paired the two for a full-fledged manga 
about go. The rest is modern go history. 
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Story Thus Far 


Hikaru Shindo discovers an old go board one day up in his grandfather's attic. The moment 
Hikaru touches the board, the spirit of Fujiwara-no-Sai, a genius go player from Japan's Heian 
Era, enters his consciousness. Sai's love of the game inspires Hikaru, as does a meeting with 
the child prodigy Akira Toya—son of go master Toya Meijin. Now Hikaru has become a 
professional go player... 


Hikaru's first pro tournament opponent is Akira Toya. Hikaru heads to the game with great 
anticipation, but Akira’s father, Toya Meijin, suddenly collapses from heart trouble and Akira 
doesn’t show up to play. The two rivals’ long-awaited rematch at the go board will have to wait. 


A few days later, badgered by Sai, Hikaru pays the meijin a visit in the hospital. There he learns 
that the master player has learned how to play online go to pass the time. Hikaru begs the 
meijin to play sai on the internet. The meijin finally agrees, and even stakes his retirement on 
the outcome. 


Finally, the day of the big game arrives. Toya Meijin refuses all visitors and devotes his full 
attention to his battle with sai. The online match rapidly captures the attention of go players 
around the world, including Akira, who watches the game on a computer at a study group for 
young pro players. Can his father hang onto his lead as the game develops. ..?! 
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NO VISITORS? 
WHO COULD 
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PLAYING? 
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PREARRANGED. 
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HE WANTS 
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CONTINUES 
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WILL HE? 


YES. 

SAI'S 
READING 

AND 
CALCULA- 
TIONS ARE 
EXCEP- 
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YOU COULD SAY 
BLACK LOOKS 
GOOD, BUT THE 
GAME |S VERY 
CLOSE. JUST 
PLAYING CONSERVA- 
TIVELY ISN'T ENOUGH 
AGAINST THIS 
OPPONENT. THE 
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OPPONENT'S 
INTENTIONS, 
THEN DEVISES A 
PLAN TO TAKE 
CONTROL OF 
THE GAME. 


| DON'T THINK 
HE WOULD 
JUST STAND 
BY AND ALLOW 
FATHER TO 
TAKE THE 


HIS GAME 


AGAINST ME 
WAS THE LAST | PLAYED HIM 
ONE HE PLAYED ONCE, THE 
BEFORE SUMMER 
DISAPPEARING BEFORE 
FROM THE LAST. 


INTERNET. 


SO DOES FATHER'S GAME 
HE KNOW AGAINST SAI 
WHO THIS MUST HAVE BEEN 


SAIS?! SCHEDULED... 


1S THAT 
WHEN HE 
setup { 
THIS GAME | 
WITH SAI? 


BUT THE ONLY 
TIME HE LEFT 
THE HOSPITAL 
WAS FOR THE 
FOURTH 
JUDAN TITLE 
MATCH. 


COULD 


ONE OF — ° 
THEM 7 /MISITORS | 


HAVE iT ,\WHO CAME 
BEEN... | 
SAI? 


< 


READ 
THIS 
way 


CAME TO 
VISIT YOUR 
FATHER 


YOU KNOW, 
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BLACK’S 


POTENTIAL 
CENTER 
TERRITORY 
HAS DISAP- 
PEARED. 


THAT WHITE 
CAN'T BE GREAT 
CAPTURED. 
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A WORD ABOUT HIKARO NO GO 


ALL ABOUT GO BOARDS 


Kaya is a type of 
wood used for go 
boards. Torajiro’s 
board was made 
out of kaya! 
Your grandfather's 
board is made out 


vy, Of kaya, too. 


THE MOST EXPENSIVE MATERIAL IS HON-KAYA 
WOOD, WHICH IS GROWN IN JAPAN. NEXT IS 
CHINESE KAYA, SPRUCE CSHIN-KAYA), AND 


KATSURA WOOD. 


SOME FRAUDULENT DEALERS MISREPRESENT 
THE TYPE OF WOOD THEIR BOARDS ARE MADE 


OF. IN ADDITION, THERE ARE INFERIOR 


PRODUCTS FOR SALE MADE OF WOOD THAT 


HASN’T BEEN PROPERLY DRIED. 


PROFESSIONAL WOODEN GO 
BOARDS ARE EXPENSIVE. 

IF YOU WANT TO BUY ONE, 
CHOOSE A REPUTABLE DEALER. 
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WHY DID HE RESIGN? 
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WOULD YOU 
MINO IF WE 
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PRIVATELY? 


NOT GOING 
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RIGHT? 
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RIGHT, 
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SHINDO 
ARRANGED 
YOUR GAME 

WITH SAI! 


YESTERDAY 
MORNING 
WHEN | WAS 
ONLINE, SAI 
REQUESTEDA 
GAME WITH ME. 
THAT'S ALL. 


| SUPPOSE 
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SAI 1S?! 


[| ( \ \ 
WF AN 


IF MY FATHER 
SAYS HE DOESN'T 
KNOW, IT'S NO 
USE ASKING HIM 


ARE 'SEF 


A lhe 


im THA BLT: 


IF BOTH 
SHINDO AND 
YOU, SENSEI, 

REFUSE TO 
TALK... 


DID SHINDO 
LEAVE ALREADY? 
HE WAS HERE 
JUST A MINUTE 


SHINDO 
IS THE KEY 
TO THIS 
MYSTERY! 


| GUESS 
"LL JUST 
HAVE TO 
ACCEPT 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


MAN! 
TALK ABOUT 
A NARROW 
ESCAPE! 


THAT 
WEREN'T 


| —=|{ BAD 
| WONDER = 
IFHE STILL «= BIRR || Ed fy ENOUGH, 
THINKS I'M 


MUST HAVE 
OVERHEARD 
US TALKING 
ABOUT SAI. 


THEY'LL 


p< ORER 
BUT | THINK | Na! ef SE = PROBABLY 
CAN COUNTON  f SEWal\ eit GRILL TOYA 


HIMTOKEEP = ES 2 ALL TO 
eo te ABOUT IT. 


; 
i! 


att 
WOULD SPREAD oF 
ONLYBEA “™“ J HANOI] 
MATTER AY ] 
F\ OF TIME... /, 


WHENEVER 
THEY PLAY. 


SO OGATA 
SENSE! WANTS 
TO PLAY SAI 
TRO 
WELL, THAT'S 
NOT GONNA 
HAPPEN. 


BUT I'LL LET 
YOU PLAY THE 
MEIJIN AGAIN, 


ws) 


l 


TOYASENSEIWILL 
KEEP QUIET ABOUT 
MY CONNECTION 
WITH YOU. 

IT WON'T BE A 
PROBLEM FOR YOU 
TO PLAY HIM FROM 
TIME TO TIME. 


1 JUST LET 
YOU PLAY 


SHEESH, 
AREN'T 
YOU EVER 


BM sATISFIED? | | 


IF HE...RETIRES 
ANDO ALL, 
EVERYONE WILL 
BE TALKING ABOUT 
ITFOR AWHILE. 
YOU'LL HAVE TO 
WAIT UNTIL 
THINGS DIE 
DOWN, BUT... 
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\\ 


Pnen—— 


The way I feel 
now, it might 
as well be 


WHAT'S WITH 
THE LONG FACE? 
| JUST SAID I'LL 
LET YOU PLAY HIM 
AGAIN SOMEDAY! 


a: 


“SI 
ay 


THERE’S NO 
RUSH. 


SSA 


E{ JAPAN GO 
ASSOCIATION 


ENTRANCE. 
Am 


| WATCHED Y 4 THE GAME 
THE WHOLE | i TOYA KOYO 
A PLAYED? 


WHAT AN 
INCREDIBLE 
GAME! 


TOYA 
SENSEI 
PLAYED 
BLACK? 


PLAYING PUTER? 
ON THAT REALLY? 
THING... 

| THOUGHT 


SHINDO! 


\ LOOK! 
z < THIS IS SAI! 
IT, "\ \ 


[| §metoo! 3 iil) ONLINE! 
P) THE GAME WITH 
THE MEIJIN, 
RIGHT? 


SO HIS NAME 
IS SAI? 
THAT'S WHO 
PLAYED WHITE / 
AGAINST 


2 
ip ow 


\ceemaserg Wy 
a YEAH. 


REMEMBER 
WHEN | TOLD YOU 
ABOUT THAT 
REALLY STRONG 
ONLINE PLAYER? 
THIS IS HIM! 


AFTER THAT, THE 
GAME WENT LIKE 
THIS...AND THEN 
BLACK RESIGNED. 
GAME OVER. 


RESIGNED?! 
ALREADY?! 


THAT'S 
SENTE. 
COULON’T 
AFFORD 
TO LOSE 
ANY , 
GROUND, == 


IF HE’D PLAYED 
INSIDE HERE 
INSTEAD OF 

DEFENSIVELY, HE 
WOULD HAVE HAD 
THE ADVANTAGE. 


wr a T HH] 


yy (ae k 


\ ara IF THAT 
SEE? OUTSIDE 
THISGIVES § LIBERTY 
| BLACK A SLIGHT > § WAS FILLED, 
ADVANTAGE! 4 


»\/ BEFRUS- \2 
.| TRATING TO 
., HAVETOGO | py. 
4 BACK AND a | HIS 
DEAL WITH os 


_ TORY. 
Le. 


LIKE | SAID, 3 re 
SHINDO DOESN'T ffs s§-s« __——_- us QuIT 
USUALLY COUNT. (MPSS = ET TEASING, 
BUT THAT'S WW WAYA! 
HOW YOU | | THAT’S WHERE 
FIGUREDIT | Ai THE GAME 
OUT, RIGHT? : WAS LOST. 
gM) = SHINOO... 
YOU ALREADY 
CALCULATED 
THE SCORE? 


« 
Others have 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


« 


is no 
longer 
only me... 


It 


ice 
s talent 


’ 


i 


begun to not 
and strength. 


H 


X 


WS 


A WORD ABOUT HIKARU NO 60 


PICTURED ABOVE ARE THE SCRIPTS FOR 
EPISODES 1 AND 2 OF THE HIKARU NO GO ANIME. 
THE COVERS ALTERNATE BETWEEN BLACK AND 
WHITE THROUGHOUT THE EPISODES. 


PERFECT STYLE FOR A GO ANIME! 


THE VOICE ACTORS HOLD THESE IN THEIR HANDS 
DURING THEIR RECORDING SESSIONS. 


— ee ee | 
» Cametl9 "A Test of Strength” 


OZA TITLE 
TOURNAMENT 
KAMAISHI 
YOSHIRO 
9? DAN 
VS. 
KURATA 
ATSUSHI 
6 DAN 


FIRST MATCH 


GOT MY 
SIGHTS 
SET ON 
THE 
TITLE! 


GAME 
OVER? 
BY THE 
LOOK ON 
YOUR FACE, 
I'D SAY YOU 


I'M GOING 
FULL 
THROTTLE 
THIS YEAR! 


AMANO, 
YOU'RE SHOW ME 


GETTING THE THEFAX, 


HERE'S THE oo /- RECORD OF WILL YOu? 
LATEST. MATCH OF THE GAME IN 

GOT IT HALF THE JUDAN PROGRESS, 
AN HOUR AREN'T YOu? 


TOYA EVEN 
SENSE! NOW, IT'S 
WILL WIN. STILL 
HE'S ANY- 
CERTAINLY ONE'S 
GOTTHE GAME. 


THINK HE'LL IN THE OGATA 


LOSE 
TODAY TOO, 
IN THE FIFTH 

AND FINAL 
MATCH OF 
THE JUDAN 
TOURNA- 
MENT? 


HON'INBO GETS SHAKY 
TOURNAMENT, WHEN IT'S 
HE LOST IN THE TIME TO 

~\ SEVENTH-THE BRING IT 
~\ FINAL—MATCH. HOME. 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


HE’LL GET 
USED TO 


| THINK HIS 


GAME IS 
TOUGHER TITLE 
ANO MORE TOURNA- 
PERSISTENT MENTS AND 
ah OVERCOME 
BEFORE. THAT 
WEAKNESS. 


HAPPENED 
TO TOYA 
GOING ON 
THERE?! 


$ : 
See 


Ss 


OGATA 
DOESN'T 
SEEM 
RUFFLED. 


| CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
THE MEIJIN 
IS MAKING 
MOVES LIKE 
THIS! 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE HIM! 


HURRY UP 


AND EAT WHAT ARE YOU 
BREAKFAST! SHOUTING 

YOU'LL BE ABOUT? 

LATE FOR LOOK AT THE 


OH, WAIT! 
WOULD 
YOU TAKE 
OUTTHE fF 

GARBAGE? / 


he 


\ 


A 
Awe alee. 
\\ Kas 
ete 


< 
~\ 
WY 


KX “ah 


~~. 


ANS SASS 


\ 


\ IN 


\ \S ‘4 . 


AS 


SY 


DID IT TIRE 
HIM OUT? 
MESS UP HIS 
RHYTHM? 
IS THAT WHY 
HE LOST? 


| HOPE 
NOT! 


WAS IT 
BECAUSE OF 
THE ONLINE 
GAME WITH 
SAI? 
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I'VE GOT 
TO SEE THE 
GAME 
RECORD! 


THEY HAVE IT 
AT THE GO 
ASSOCIATION? 


| WONDER IF 
HE'S STILL 
PLANNING TO 
RETIRE! 


v7 “GO WEEKLY” 
I'M ¥ WON'T BE 
OUT FOR 
HUNGRY... , ANOTHER 


WEEK. 


SHINDO! Dal KURATA! 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 


EATING . 
RAMEN, re ey : \ Aly . 
SILLY! ISN'T IT 
| OBVIOUS? 


ARE YOU 


FOR YOU _ | DOING IN A 
JUST 'CAUSE on 
YOU'RE K 


SITTING 


THIS?! | | 


PAY FOR 
MYSELF! 


DIDJA HAVE 
A TEACHING 
GAME OUT 
THIS WAY OR 
SOMETHING? 
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HEY, 
KURATA... 


IF|GO 

TO THE GO 

ASSOCIATION, 
WILL | BE ABLE TO 

SEE THE GAME 
RECORD FROM 
YESTERDAY'S 
JUDAN TITLE 

MATCH? 


| WAS AT THE 
THEYGETA assOciATION 
RECORD OF yesTERDAY. 
THE GAME IN | WENT TO THE 
PROGRESS EDITORIAL 
FAXEDTO pEPARTMENT 
THEMEVERY ~ anion TOOK 
BOLO APEEK. 


PAPER 
SAID TOYA 


Ae 


_ fe \\ \ ) HE WASN'T 
WASN'T? ¥ PLAYING LIKE 


HIMSELF. 


HE'S GOT AN 


BUT HIS AMAZING SENSE OF 
BALANCE 
5 BALANCE, RIGHT? 
EEMED HE ATTACKS AT THE 
KIND OF OFF 
basse RIGHT TIME, HE 
RDAY. DEFENDSATTHE /| | 


RIGHT TIME... 


\ \ N7 Ma | 
WY oo} 


Ay Y 
YF TY 
Nyy MNT, 


WASIT...A 
TERRIBLE 


GAME? 


TOYA KOYO IS 
SOMETHING 
ELSE,.ALC 
RIGHT! 
HE'S. STILL 
CHARGING 
AHEAD! 


DEFEATED HIM 
LAST MONTH IN 
THE SECOND 
ROUND OF 
THE MEIJIN 
TOURNAMENT 
PRELIMS. BUT IN 
THE HON'INBO 
TOURNAMENT, 
HE'S ADVANCED 
TO THE THIRO 


wl T WAS 
IMPRESSIVE. 
TO BE ABLE 
TO CHANGE 
ANDO REINVENT 
YOURSELF AT 
THAT AGE?! 


THIS JUST 
MAKES ME 
WANT TO 
TOPPLE HIM 
EVEN MORE. 
(MSO 

EXCITED! , 


EVEN THOUGH 
IT WAS THE 
FINAL GAME IN 
Pear A TITLE MATCH, 
SURE,HE HE MADE ONE 
LOST, BUT,, INTERESTING 
MOVE AFTER 
ANOTHER! 


MAYBE IT WAS 
HE WON'T REALLY 
RETIRE TERRIFIC 


HE’S AT 
THE TOP OF 
THE LOWER 


HE'S DISTIN- 
GUISHING 
HIMSELF 

FASTER THAN 
| EXPECTED. 


WILL IT BE 
IMPOSSIBLE 


TO CATCH UP, 


LET ALONE 
PASS YOU?! 


A2DAN, IN 
THE THIRO 
ROUND! 


BY SUMMER, 
| BET HE'LL BE 
ATTRACTING 
ALOT OF 
ATTENTION. 


YOU'VE 
GOTTEN SO 
FAR ALREADY! 


KURATA... 


DEPENDS. | | DO YOU HAVE ‘ | CAN 
WHY? | | SOMEWHERE e DO IT! 
TOGO? | gam 
ORDO YOU [Fin 
HAVE SOME [MN ) 7 


TIME...? 


WILL YOU 
PLAY A GAME 
WITH ME? 
PLEASE? 


WHAT?! 
WHAT?! 


| DON'T THINK 


IT'S RIGHT TO 
GET YOUR 
AUTOGRAPH 


ITS TOO 
SPECIAL, 
YOU KNOW? 
THAT'S WHAT | 


THINK, ANYWAY... 


WELL, WHAT 
me CAN | SAY? 
CAKE! FINE, LET'S 


FIND AGO 


| KNOW | 
DON'T HAVE 


IS HE MAD 
‘CAUSE | 
SAID | DION'T 
WANT HIS 
AUTOGRAPH 
THAT TIME? 


IF | WIN, WILL 
YOU GIVE IT 
TO ME?! 


YOU WANT 
IT THAT 
BADLY, 


NOW I'LL 
GET TO'SEe 
HOW | DO 
AGAINST 
KURATA. 


THIS IS MY 
CHANCE TO 
TEST MY 
STRENGTH! 


YOU'RE 
PAYING FOR 
pola THE BOTH 
OF US, 
SHINDO, 


TRAINING 


\ 
) 


ll 


x 


ht 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT! 


I'D LIKE TO GET YOUR 
AUTOGRAPH AFTER- 
WARDS TOO! | HOPE 
I'VE GOT SOME AUTO- &e, 


MR. KURATA! 
I'LL BE ROOTING 
FOR YOU IN THE 

HON'INBO TOURNA- 


OGATA WON THE 
JUDAN-NOW IT'S 
YOUR TURN TO WIN 
THE HON'IN6BO! 


HE 


IT WOULDN'T HE'S A of eee =f 
BE FAIRTO KURATA [Za GIVE HIM AN 
MAKE YOU PLAY || FANTOO! # AWN AUTOGRAPH 
AN EVEN GAME, | \ IF HE BEATS 
SHINDO, 
YOU CAN GO 
FIRST AND WE'LL 
PLAY WITHOUT 


BUT I'M 
WARNING 
YOU, IT WON'T 
BE EASY TO 
WIN MY 
AUTOGRAPH! 


MENT NEXT MONTH! 


THAT'S OKAY. 
WE'LL USE 


WE'LL PLAY 
ONE-COLOR 


\\ \ 

’ YOURWHITE \ 
STONES ARE 
ACTUALLY 
BLACK, GOT 
IT, SHINDO? 
YOROSHIKL! 
ONEGAI- 

SHIMASU. 


WHAT?! 
BLACK?! 


THESE WHITE 
STONES?! 
ONE-COLOR 


TH-THESE 
WHITE 
STONES... 


ARE 
BLACK?! 


WELL, WELL... 


LOOKS LIKE 

CONFUSED, HE'S NEVER 
SHINDO? PLAYED ONE- 

COLOR GO 


BEFORE. 


THE FUN 
HAS JUST 


= 
EVERY ONLY | 
STONE ON REALLY? WHITE 
THE BOARD y 
WOULD BE 
WHITE?! 


TAKE OUR 
GAME, FOR 
EXAMPLE. 
DOES THAT 


/ 

j 
j| 
| 
Hy 
g 


—— 


NRANENES 
VW 
\ ye 


= 
\S 


1wentToa | 4] KARU 
N 
ee / a ri ae No GO 


PEOP 
eas STORYBOARDS 


BPO ER | @ 
HOTTA (40 


We put all f “ biting 
© pvt all the wa WHAT 
explanations Subtitles would se ra 


t interru 
nN 4H gether a the a or zn "the TALKED 
9° Jargon, ABOUT! 
me / 


ore 
ne SOW: 


DIV 
ai yi 


a ee 


Hikaru is pretty small. 
When he and Sai are standing 
next to each other, it's hard to 
get them into the same frame. 

It's easy when they're sitting 


down, though.. 


"Ye. 
FS) QPUD 
A oS if a/ i ots 


CONTINUED cate Face \OOKS 
ON P. 162... younge® - ee - ie " 
me ioe me n> / 
Ye olde! Mebin. 


N 4G VON 
an Ber” “5 hm 
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Game 120 
"One-Color Go” 


Ty TFR-BIL 200 


eu) 280 


GUYSPUT A ~ | retest BLACK, THEY'RE 
LID ON IT? | “It RIGHT? BOTH 

I'M LOSING WHITE! 
TRACK! 


AN 


a WNNG 


j THE KID'S ify) 
WILL YOU Z| ACTUALLY Y)) ===" fil Man THEY DOIT? 
\ | 


~S 
\ a \ SOFAR, I'VE } Hl 
Na NY Been aace | |] 
TO KEEP | 


x 


a \ (ES oe 1! 
x eae ae Lay — \ 
ce oe S . *, ee “ Xe : : J — \\ y q |) 
BR: : BEI AE ONS a % ail . SS S AN UN 
YOU CAN me |) | “WRAY 


GAME BETTER 
THAN YOU 
EXPECTED, 
RIGHT? 


PICTURE THE 


Just 
REMEMBER 
3 L . al THE SHAPES. 
\\ > he s.® TAKE NOTE 
\. SHAPES, 


THIS KID 
TOOK 
GOKISO BY 
SURPRISE! 


NOW | 
REMEMBER. 
AT THAT 
EVENT... 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 


DARN IT... 
NOW I'M 
CONFUSED. 


WHAT ? 
CONFUSED 
ALREADY? 


GOKISO |S 
NO THREAT 
TO HIM. 
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OH, SO THERE'S 
STILL SOMEONE 
WHO CAN SEE 
THE STONES? 
WELL THEN, I'LL 
SHAKE YOU OFF! 


FOGGIEST 
ANYMORE. £_ 


MR. 


UP muraisui-you 


CAN SEE THE 
STONES? 


Yj 
ML 


ON) 


DL FGM 


ff 
A 


READ 
<i 
THEY RE 


BATTLING 
OVER THE 


AT LEAST, 
| THINK THEY 
ARE... 


ALLISEEISA 

BIGGER AND BIGGER 

CONSTELLATION OF 
WHITE STONES! 


Lil 


“Wee 
COPUFL 
: 


T 


THIS ISN’ 
OVER 
ANYTIME 
SOON! 


SS 


eT 


AT THE 
MOMENT, 
THE KID. 
HE'S DOING 
AHECKUVA 


KURATA 
SENSE]! 
WHO'S 


HE MUST 


THE KID'S A WANT MY 
KURATA FAN. HE AUTOGRAPH 
MADE A DEAL—IF REALLY BAD. 
HE WINS, HE GETS 
AN AUTOGRAPH. 


4 


iy ww) 


ey | 
x  \ 
»\ Nag 


| HAVEN'T 
SEEN ANY 
OPENINGS 
TET, 
THIS IS 


SHAS 


SHINDO'S 
MISTAKE 
COST HIM. 


THIS KID THIS IS NO 
ONLY JUST TOYA KOYO OR 
TURNED OLD KUWABARA 
I'M PLAYIN' HERE. 


Sea RSeN 


THISIS OH! 
SHINDO'S AND ON TOP 
FIRST TIME OF THAT... 
PLAYING 


ONE-COLOR 


HE'S NOT THE 
“ONLY ONE] 
PECKING AY 
MY HEEL SM 


RR IG 


THIS. BOY'S 
COMING UP 


Ciie< 
y/ 


Ah 
Wi 
‘0 
i 


) 

i 
Y) 
il 


cs 


See | 


aa 


SHOOT! | 


THE 
00.) stones! 


Ci 


RESIGN. 


AW, MAN! 
THAT ONE 
MISTAKE 
THERE REALLY 
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ITWASA 
COMPLICATED 
GAME, BUT 
| THOUGHT 
| COULD WIN. 


| MADE A 
TERRIBLE 
MISTAKE WITH i iii 
Kok THIS KO HERE! /-~ \\ 


MOVED MORE 
SLOWLY AND 


! | SHOULD HAVE 
Gf jij 


f 


rs 77"{ | SHOULD HAVE CAREFULLY 
\ | PROTECTED THERE. 
\ \ ' THE RIGHT 
‘ 3 SIDE. 
\\ , : Ne . K 
\\. Say ‘ k 
AN y/ 7 A 


| 


RIGHT, 
KURATA? 


) A 


HEY! 
WASN'T THE 
DEAL THAT HE 
HAD TO WIN? 


Saale 


HERE, 
SHINDO. 


HAVE YOU 
GOT ANY 
AUTOGRAPH 
PAPER? 


THE DAY 
YOU BEAT ME 
IN AN OFFICIAL 
MATCH I'LL 
SIGN THE 


KURATA 
SENSEI, 
MAY | HAVE 
YOUR AUTO- 
GRAPH 


GOT ANY 
morE J) 
PAPER? #7 


I'D LIKE 
ONE AS 


Is 
KURATA... 

ACKNOWL- 
'EDGING 


<i«_ 


APRESS 
CONFER- 


PROFESSIONAL 
GO PLAYER 
TOYA KOYO, 

A QUADRUPLE 
CROWN 
CHAMPION... 


«HAS JUST 
ANNOUNCED 
HIS SUDDEN 
RETIREMENT. 


HIKARU 


CON- 


Lai 
1s there cre? Er, I don't I e ROM No GO 
‘cute’ \ know myself, gata's a. 
Or 's he a e he. i grayP STORY BOARDS 
anal 140l 


allay 


(IMAG 7 A 


aa YG “6S 


(a) ava 


Akira 
eae en It's hard to get 


hair highlights into 


the anime because , \ Teacng a move 
that aways creates / 
oe dramatic 


tension. 


Having them 
hesitate for four 


THIS WAS IN The first 


MID-JANUARY. /_ We're Welllall do cid pisode 


lookin 
will air By 
L forward te a best] 


seeing it. 


The start date's FOUR DAYS 
been pushed = | aTER 


\e from / 160TA 
the be / 
Ae i CALL FROM 


fal TAKAHASHL 
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WHY WOULD 
HE DO THAT, 
TOTALLY 
OUT OF THE 
BLUE?! 


HE AGREED 
TO APRESS 
CONFERENCE. | 
ALLHESAID | 
WAS THATHE | 
WAS RETIRING | 
FOR ‘PERSONAL 
REASONS.” 


I'M AS 
STUNNED 
AS YOU 
ARE! 


IT'S ACALL 
FROM 
ONE OF THE 
TOURNAMENT 
SPONSORS! 


TOYA MELJIN... 
RETIRING?! 
WHAT THE HECK?! 
| DON'T 
BELIEVE IT! 


I'M CHAIRMAN OF 
THE GO SUPPORT 
COMMITTEE, SO 
HE CALLED ME 
FIRST TO 
APOLOGIZE. 


MISS 
ICHIKAWA—?! 


WE HAVE TO CALL 

AN EMERGENCY 

BOARD MEETING 
ASAP.! 


DO YOU 
THINK IT'S 
BECAUSE OF 
HIS HEALTH?! 


"Toya Koyo Retires!” 


| HAVEN'T 


WRESTED NO FAIR! 
A TITLE THAT'S 
FROM TOYA TOO 
MEIJIN YET! SOON! 


IT'S TIME 
TO PAY 
KOYO A 

VISIT. 


I'M GOING 
TOHIS 
HOUSE. 


IF LOSING A TITLE 


MEANS YOU'VE If ANOHISLOSS 
GOT TO RETIRE, J 4 OFTHE JUDAN 
THEN | WOULD HAVE TITLE HAVE 
RETIRED LONG AGO! \ NOTHING TO 
) «IN COWITHEACH 
\ | OTHER. 


IN THE FINAL 
GAME OF THE JUDAN 


WHY |S HE TITLE, | FELT LIKE | 
RETIRING? WAS WATCHING A 
NEW TOYA KOYO. 

ONE I'D NEVER SEEN 


BEFORE. 


MAKE THE |f 
\, CHALLENGER | f 
THE PROVI- 


HOW DO YOU 
HOLD A TITLE 
TOURNAMENT 


SIONAL TITLE 


MAYBE THEY'LL 
HAVE A BEST OF PAL B 
FIVE OR BEST 
OF SEVEN TO 
PICK THE 


CHALLENGER? 


THERE'S 
BEEN A RUMOR 

SO|GOT FLYING AROUND 

AHOLD OF THAT TOYAWAS 


WHAT A 
BRILLIANT GAME! THE GAME PLAYING 
DEFINITELY A RECORD = INTERNET GO 
GAME BETWEEN AND, BOY, AND LOST 
TWO TOP PROS! WAS | TO AN 


FLOORED! AMATEUR. 


ce 
ali a 


<AT 


lp rt 
% I'M TELLING you,” 


Vb) THOUGH... IT BUGS THE STORY'S, 
[ZB ME THAT | STILL HE GOT 
AIRY CAN'T FIGURE OUT DEPRESSED 
WHICHPROIS AFTERLOSING 

GOING BY THE TO THISNOBODY 

NAMED...SAI, OR 
A SOMETHING. 

\ BALONEY! 


TO AMEMORIAL 
SERVICE FOR IF | KEEP 
you ONE OF MY YAKKING I'LL 

WIFE'S RELA- MISS THE 


NAGOYA 


JAPAN GO 
ASSOCIATION 
CENTRAL 
HEAD- 
QUARTERS 


I'M 
AKIRA TOYA. 
I'LL TAKE WHERE ARE GOOD 


YOU... S THE GAMES MORNING. 
BEING HELO? 


| HEARD EVEN 
YOU DON'T 
KNOW WHY HE’S 
RETIRING. 


YOU 'SEE.. 
WE HAVEN'T 
HEARD 
ANYTHING 
CONCRETE 
HERE OR AT 


THE KANSAI 
BRANCH 


TOYA... PEOPLE 
AT THE CENTRAL 
BRANCH IN NAGOYA 
ARE WORRIED THAT 
YOUR FATHER |S 
RETIRING BECAUSE 
OF HIS HEALTH. 
IS HE ALL RIGHT? 


YES, 
DON’T WORRY. 
HE’S FEELING 

PRETTY 
GOOD. 


BUT | CAN 

TELL YOU 

WHAT SHE 
SAID... 


READ 
< THIS 
ee 


IT DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE 


ANYTHING’S 
? 
ger WEIGHING 
MISS IT anes 
TERRIBLY? 


HARDLY. 
SOME 
PROS HAVE 
ALREADY 
COME TO 
OUR 
HOUSE TO /@ 

PLAY _ f 


PLEASE... 
9 aia : | SUPPORT ~ 
| LW MY Fp) 08 BUT HIS 
BEST TO MTNA, FATHER'S j— ya FANS WILL 
TAKE HIS Pi Peay | wef WR Sy) MISS HIM 


PLACE. TERRIBLY! 


Leg 


HE SAID 
THAT LIKE 
IT WAS 
NOTHING. 
NOT YOUR 


THAT BOY 
IS GOING 
TO TAKE 

THE PLACE 
OF SOME- 
ONE WITH 

FOUR 


ee 


V ICHIRYU 
THE SAME (9M "hiy = WHAT 
THING! i fuk ARE YOU 
HOW OFTEN M DOING IN 
DO YOU HAVE 
A GAME IN 
CENTRAL 
JAPAN? 


/ ASFORME, 
NAGOYA IS 
My WIFE'S 

HOMETOWN. 

ONE OF HER 
RELATIVES 

PASSED 
AWAY. 


DID YOu 
SPEND THE | 
NIGHTATA ||, = ee | 


HOTEL? 
: DECIDED TO 
STRESSFUL, yp \_ DROP BY... 


MORISHITA Go as 

SENSEI] \\\ 
AND OKUBO jf My PLAYING |! FATHER, THE 
18 A EX-MEIJIN? 


WHAT 
BRINGS 
SOMEONE 
OF YOUR 
STATURE 
HERE 
TODAY?! 


SO OKUBO 
CAME 
KNOCKIN', EH? 
| HEARD 
KURATA 
WENT, TOO. j 


WELL IF 
IT ISN'T 
MIYAMATSu! 
HOW ARE 
YOu? 


| CAME 
TO CHEER 
YOU ON, OF 
COURSE! 
WHY ELSE? 


THANK YOU 
FOR THE 


SOMETHING 
THAT ONLY YOU SAY YOU'LL as 


KEEP PLAYING : 
COMES OUT IN SENSEI... 
THE HEATED AFTER YOU RETIRE... 


ATMOSPHERE -«-BUT I STILL DON'T 


OF A TITLE 


TO BE HONEST, 
I'M GLAD | 
WON’T HAVE MYSELF, 


TOPLAY GAMES !MFREED THAT'S TRUE FOR 


IN OTHER FROMTHE [NY Ald YOU AND AKIRA. 
REGIONS ANy- BONDSOF /f'\ |" THERE'S MUCH 
MORE, LOSING OBLIGATION // |) TO BE LEARNED 

TWO DAYS JUST NOW. FROM A 
fen COMPETITION. 


TRAVELING 
THERE AND 


HA HA! 

SO FROM NOW ON 
YOU GET TO STAY 
AT HOME AND YOUR 
CHALLENGERS WILL 
COME TO YOu! 


LIKE | 
JUST DID. 


PLEASE 
DO. 


| LEARNED 
ALOT 


TODAY. MR 


KURATA, |pxznae 


| LOST TO 
YOU IN THE 
SECOND ROUND ! i I'LL DO MY BEST 
OF THE MEIJIN -. OL TO GET UP TO 
PRELIMINARIES, > “@8) | THE LEVEL OF 
BUT I'LL GROW we PLAYERS LIKE 
STRONGER AND YOU AND 
GET EVEN WITH OGATA. 
YOU EVENTUALLY. | 


YOU HAVE 

NO IDEA THAT \ ane YOU'RE ONLY 

THERE'S ee il | FOCUSED ON 

SOMEONE | Im THE PEOPLE 

BELOW YOU ABOVE YOU, 
ALMOST THAT YOU EH? 
DIRECTLY yy SHOULD BE 
BEHIND YOU, . 


SCARED 
ACTUALLY. ry ys SY ik 


HIS NAME |S 
HIKARU 
SHINDO. 
HE PASSED 
THE PRO TEST 
THIS YEAR. 


YOU TWO 
ARE THE ONES 
WHO ARE 
THREATENING 
ME. 


YOu 


DION'T 
‘COURSE, IF KNOW, DID 
| HADN'T RUN HY you? YOU 
INTO HIM AT \\nde$at | ONLY LOOK 
AGO EVENT, a\ AT WHO'S 
| MIGHT BBAA\ AHEAD OF 
NOT HAVE YOU. 
NOTICED » 

HIM 
aa EITHER. // het 
TO PLAYA gee 
GAME WITH [=< <a 
HIMIN A a = — 
cosaon [RNC fF 2 I’ 

JUST t\ Fay, i { i) 
RECENTLY. yy foFNA 
a4 _ ee 

~ Zz we \ ; = ' \ | I 


HE'S ONE 
TO KEEP 
AN EYE ON, 
ALL RIGHT. 


| COULD 
HAVE 
WATCHED 
THE GAME 
YOU'RE 
PLAYING IN 
TOKYO 
TODAY! 


IF | DIDN'T 
HAVE THIS 


OHINDO... } 


Se tts VA 


Va WY 
fo ‘if i) 
“ Yfif| 

Yi 


—— 


\ | | by / 
\ " LW y/, 


. es 
\ Nes 
Ke Say 


Ny 


| GUESS 
esl HE'S NOT 

OH, HEY... Fit! WORRIED 

WHO'RE YOU} 

PLAYING |: 


SOME 
NEW GUY 
NAMED 
SHINDO. 


HE WOULD 
RETIRE. 
HIS YEARLY 


MILLION YEN, {i 
NM. RIGHT? , 


HE WON HIS 
FIRST GAME 
BY FORFEIT. 
TODAY'S HIS 
SECOND. 


SHAS 


HIS i! 
OPPONENT iw BY 
WASTOYA I FORFEIT? 
AKIRA, BUT \ 
HE DION'T 
SHOW. 


wl T WAS THE 
MORNING 
TOYA SENSEI 


THAT MEANS 
TODAY'S GAME 
WILL BE HIS 
FIRST? 


HELL 
PROBABLY BE 
INCREDIBLY 
NERVOUS! 
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GOOD 
MORNING. 


* CLALIT OLLI ALA TTBETB PEER: 


| LOOKED UP 
LAST YEAR'S 
YOUNG LIONS 
TOURNAMENT. 
HE LOST TO 
MURAKAMI IN THE 
FIRST ROUND. 
IN THE NEWCOMERS 
TOURNAMENT, HIS 
GAME WAS CRAZY. 
ALL OVER 
THE PLACE. 


I'MA 
3 DAN... 
THERE’S NO 
WAY HE’LL 
BEAT ME. 


AND HE'S 
BOUND TO BE 
ANERVOUS 
WRECK TODAY 
AT HIS FIRST 
REAL 


SMALLER 
THAN 
USUAL! 


| FEEL LIKE 
| JUST 

CAN'T 

LOSE. 


SAS 


QQ is hy Wh 


(| 
: i\ 
\\ 


\ 
\ 


toya koyo\, 


\ 


A WORD ABOUT HIKARU NO 60 


JAPAN GO 
ASSOCIATION 
CENTRAL 
HEAD- 


QUARTERS 


THIS CENTER IS IN NAGOYA. 
THE KANSAI CENTER IS IN OSAKA. 


PRO PLAYERS IN THE CHUBU, OR CENTRAL, REGION 
MOSTLY PLAY WITHIN CHUBU. SAME GOES FOR 
THOSE IN THE KANSAI REGION. BUT SOMETIMES 
THEY PLAY PROS FROM TOKYO. WHEN THIS 
OCCURS, IT'S THE LOWER RANKED PLAYER WHO 
TRAVELS. TRANSPORTATION AND LODGING COSTS 
ARE COVERED BY THE GO ASSOCIATION. 


DO YOU THINK AKIRA BUYS UIRO* WHEN HE'S IN 
NAGOYA? OR SOME DELICIOUS TEN MUSU**? 


*a steamed rice-flour sweet 
**a shrimp tempura rice ball 


WAYA! 
CONGRATU- 
LATIONS ON 

PASSING 


SHIGEKO MORISHITA 


ELDEST 
(mal DAUGHTER OF 
>< MORISHITA 


9 DAN. 


LIKE ME TO 
TREAT YOU ff 
2 TO, l 
SHIGEKO? § 


YOSHITAKA WAYA 
STUDIES UNDER 
MORISHITA 9 DAN. 

WENT PRO 


THIS SPRING! ra) 
LE ih 


DON'T WORRY. 
| WON'T ASK 
FOR ANYTHING 
SUPER 
EXPENSIVE. 


THAT'S 
WHAT SAEKI 
TREATED 
ME TO. 
HE TOOK ME 
TO THE 
IMPERIAL 


THERE'S 
/ SOMEWHERE 
THE FUJIYA ; seepre y suogll 


IN THE 
GINZA. 


I'LL ORDER 
STRAWBERRY 
SHORTCAKE. 


THIS |S 
WHERE 
MY MOM MY DAD 
TOLDME PROPOSED 
ABOUT IT TO MY 
THE OTHER MOM. 
DAY. 


DAD 
DOESN'T 
EVEN LIKE 
CAKE. 
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SHAS 


YOu 
SURE EAT 


SHE GOT 
YOU TOO, 
WAYA? 


KOJI SAEKI 
STUDIES UNDER 
MORISHITA 9 DAN. 
CURRENTLY " 
4 DAN. 
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THEY 


ORDERED THIS 


EXACT SAME 
STRAWBERRY 
SHORT CAKE 
THAT DAY. 


THANKS FOR 
THE PIECE 
OF CAKE, 
YOU HAD WAYA! 
TWO 
PIECES, 
SHIGEKO! 


BYE! 
TREAT ME 
AGAIN WHEN 
YOU MAKE IT 
TO THE NEXT 
DAN! 


| GO UP ONE 
DAN...?! 


Treat me, Waya! Y) CEND) 


UI ZN\ANGA 


For more information, visit vizmanga.com 


